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The	GEM-S	is	designed	to:		
• Strengthen	sustainability	education	at	CSUEB	by	providing	students	of	all	majors	with	

opportunities	to	deepen	their	understanding	of	sustainability	from	multiple	disciplinary	
perspectives	and	apply	sustainable	thinking/practices	far	beyond	the	current	one-course	
overlay	requirement,	without	increasing	the	units	taken	toward	graduation;	

• Leverage	existing	sustainability	courses	and	institutional	structures	(both	academic	and	
administrative)	within	GE;		

• Provide	an	initial	step	toward	CSUEB’s	commitment	to	educate	all	students	on	the	issue	of	
climate	neutrality;	1	

• Promote	collaboration	and	ongoing	discussion	of	best	pedagogical	strategies,	thereby	
expanding	faculty’s	expertise	in	the	area	of	sustainability;	and	

• Facilitate	the	ILO	assessment	of	Sustainability	through	the	evaluation	of	student	work	in	the	
capstone	course.		

	
THE CURRICULUM 
	
The	GEM-S	requires	a	completion	of	a	minimum	of	15	units	within	GE,	which	includes	a	Climate	
Neutrality	Overlay	requirement	and	an	Applied	Sustainability	Overlay	requirement	(Table	1).		
These	Overlays	are	only	required	for	completion	of	the	GEM-S.		The	GEM-S	includes	the	
following	course	categories	and	requirements:	
• At	least	two	courses	(min.	6	units)	from	Course	Category	I,	Lower-division	GE	Breadth	Areas	

B1,	B2,	C1-2,	D1-2,	and/or	F;	
• One	course	(min.	3	units)	from	Course	Category	II,	GE	Area	B6	(UD-B)	Upper-division	Science	

Inquiry	and	Quantitative	Reasoning;	
• One	course	(min.	3	units)	from	Course	Category	III,	GE	Area	C4	(UD-C)	Upper-division	Arts	or	

Humanities;	
• One	course	(min.	3	units)	from	Course	Category	IV,	GE	Area	D4	(UD-D)	Upper-division	Social	

Sciences;	
• One	course	from	any	Category	I	–	IV	that	fulfills	the	Climate	Neutrality	(C-Neutral)	Overlay,	

which	is	only	required	for	the	GEM-S	and	is	different	from	the	course	used	to	satisfy	the	
Applied	Sustainability	Overlay	requirement;	

• One	upper-division	GE	course	from	any	Category	II	–	IV	that	fulfills	the	Applied	Sustainability	
Overlay,	which	is	only	required	for	the	GEM-S	and	is	different	from	the	course	used	to	
satisfy	the	Carbon	Neutrality	Overlay	requirement;	

• While	certain	courses	form	Categories	I-IV	may	be	listed	as	fulfilling	both	the	Applied	
Sustainability	and	Climate	Neutrality	Overlays,	students	must	fulfill	these	GEM-S	Overlays	
with	two	separate	courses;	

• Students	must	complete	the	remaining	GE	breadth	and	graduation	requirements	(including	
the	University	Overlays)	not	completed	within	the	minor	in	order	to	graduate.			

																																																								
1	Per	the	Academic	Senate’s	2007	Sustainability	Resolution	(06-07	BEC	9)	and	the	Cal	State	East	Bay’s	Carbon	
Commitment.	
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APPENDIX	I	
	

List	of	Courses	in	the	GE	Minor	in	Sustainability	
	

The	list	of	appropriate	courses	may	change	as	new	or	existing	GE	courses	are	reviewed	and	
approved	for	certification	or	recertification	by	the	GE,	Overlay,	and	Code	(GEOC)	
Subcommittee.	Thus,	GE	courses	eligible	for	the	GEM-S	will	be	finalized	when	the	minor	is	
approved	and	revised	annually	thereafter.		
	

Course	Category	I.	Lower-division	GE	Breadth		
(Minimum	6	units)	
GE	Area/Overlay		 Course	ID	 Course	Title	
B1,	Sustainability
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Course	Category	III.	Upper-division	Social	Science	(D4,	UD-D)	
(Minimum	3	units)	
GE	Area/Overlay		 Course	ID	 Course	Title	
D4,	Sustainability	 ENGL	344	 Literatures	of	Environmental	Justice	
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Applied	Sustainability	Overlay	Course	
(0	unit	requirement)		This	course	double	counts	with	any	Category	II–
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APPENDIX	III	
	

Guidelines	for	GEM-S	Applied	Sustainability	Overlay	Courses	
	
Applied	Sustainability	Overlay	courses	emphasize	the	application	of	students’	sustainability	
education	toward	a	solution	for	an	actual	sustainability	problem.	These	must	be	upper-division	
GE	courses.		Courses	eligible	for	the	GEM-S	Applied	Sustainability	Overlay	requirement	must	
address	the	following	student	learning	outcomes.			
	
Upon	completion	of	the	Applied	


